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“God Knows You” 

 

Today’s Scripture 

Acts 17:22-31 Common English Bible (CEB) 
22 Paul stood up in the middle of the council on Mars Hill and said, “People of 

Athens, I see that you are very religious in every way. 23 As I was walking through 

town and carefully observing your objects of worship, I even found an altar with 

this inscription: ‘To an unknown God.’ What you worship as unknown, I now 

proclaim to you. 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, is Lord of 

heaven and earth. He doesn’t live in temples made with human hands. 25 Nor is 

God served by human hands, as though he needed something, since he is the one 

who gives life, breath, and everything else. 26 From one person God created every 

human nation to live on the whole earth, having determined their appointed 

times and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God made the nations so they would 

seek him, perhaps even reach out to him and find him. In fact, God isn’t far away 

from any of us. 28 In God we live, move, and exist. As some of your own poets said, 

‘We are his offspring.’ 

29 “Therefore, as God’s offspring, we have no need to imagine that the divine 

being is like a gold, silver, or stone image made by human skill and thought. 30 God 

overlooks ignorance of these things in times past, but now directs everyone 

everywhere to change their hearts and lives. 31 This is because God has set a day 

when he intends to judge the world justly by a man he has appointed. God has 

given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

Earlier in Acts chapter 17, verse 18, we are told that “a group of Epicurean 

and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with <Paul> him” (NIV).  They listened to 

Paul and spoke with him in the Synagogue and at the Marketplace. They were 
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putting him down, but eventually took Paul to the Areopagus where they asked 

him to explain what he had been saying.  

The Epicureans and Stoics were rivals, but now Paul had an even different 

belief to share. You see, “Epicurus believed that pleasure was the chief goal of 

life, with the pleasure most worth enjoying being a life of tranquility free from 

pain, disturbing passions, superstitious fears, and anxiety about death. The 

Cypriote Zeno was the founder of Stoicism.  His teaching centered on living 

harmoniously with nature and emphasized man's rational abilities and individual 

self-sufficiency. Epicureanism and Stoicism represented the popular Gentile 

alternatives for dealing with the plight of humanity and for coming to terms with 

life apart from the biblical revelation and God's work in Jesus Christ” (Expositor’s 

Bible Commentary, NIV). The Greeks of Athens seemed to always be looking for 

the newest ideas.  

 In the scripture for this Sunday, Paul is talking to the people of Greece in 

Areopagus (the council of courts) in Athens. At this point, they are atop a hill 

where they can see down into the city. They can also see from atop this hill all the 

idols – statues built to honor gods. Lots and lots of idols – so many that to a man 

such as Paul who grew up in a strict Jewish culture, it was absurd. One of the first 

Commandments is  - "You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 
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anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below” 

(Exodus 20:4 NIV). They were also not adhering to the first Commandment – to 

have no other god. Paul was appalled. But he knew that to reach the Greeks, he 

would need to choose to speak to them in a way in which they are drawn in. He 

couldn’t address them like a Jewish Rabbi would – these people thought 

differently. Paul used the words of the inscription “to the unknown god” to share 

Christ’s call to repentance.  

As 1 John 1: 8-9 says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (NIV). That’s pretty much the 

antithesis to what the Epicureans and Stoics were perpetuating. 

Oh – most of the Greeks didn’t listen to what Paul said at the time, but 

there were a few who followed Paul, namely Dionysius, and Damaris as well as 

others. The thing is, Paul met the people of Athens right where they were at - in 

life, location, understanding, and relations - and spoke the truth about Jesus to 

them. He noticed their fallacies and he didn’t hesitate to point out they were 

wrong.  
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How is it that people can “go to church” and still not get it? Still not get that 

what we need as assurance in this life on earth is to believe in the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ as our Savior. That what we need is a personal relationship with 

Jesus. Where do you spend time with Jesus? When? What is your favorite part of 

spending time with Jesus?   

If someone were to ask you right now, “Who is God?” Could you answer 

them? Would you like a few words or a few books about that, huh? I think the 

best way to sum up who God is  - God is the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the 

Holy Spirit—and as a part in the Holy Trinity, "one God in three Divine persons". 

How do we apply this now? Don’t let idols get in your way of truly knowing 

Jesus Christ, because he is the one true way to life eternal with God. What is your 

idol? Do you have an idol standing in your way to Jesus? A spouse, a hobby, your 

work, sports, nature, your pet, your title in life, your heritage, your home, your 

status? Maybe even a political belief? Has choosing a side caused you to lose 

focus of what’s truly important? If you have gotten off track… it’s okay to jump 

back on. Noticing you’re of track is the first step.  

We you recite aloud with me: 

The Nicene Creed  
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 I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pontius-Pilate
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He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

Lord Jesus, thank you for reminding us that even during a pandemic, our most 

important focus is to be on you. Thank you for keeping us healthy and safe. Be 

with those who have Covid 19 right now, and bring healing to all humankind. Help 

those who are innovative and creative to continue to make strides in helping us to 

come up with a cure or vaccine. 

Lord, be with our graduates – Kacie Hunter, Haley Young, and Abby Baker as they 

graduate in the next coming days. We pray that they will remember this time, and 

not sadly, but as a point of reference in their lives, a right of passage into 
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successful adulthood. Please keep all of these young women safe and healthy and 

may they look to you all of their days.  

Our economy Lord – some folks are feeling the devastation of lost businesses, lost 

income, plans that cannot come to fruition now. Lord, lead them in the next 

steps. Provide for their needs and help them to see hope in the future. Even in 

times of trouble, You are near Jesus.  

We pray for our community. We lift up our church. We pray for the next pastor 

that You are going to bring to Perrysville UMC. We pray in the details – that this 

person will fit and finish the puzzle that you have started Lord, Jesus. Allow us to 

trust You with all our heart and minds to allow your plans to have victory. We 

thank You Jesu that God knows each one of us because of Your sacrifice. We are 

God’s offspring. Amen. 

 

 


